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English commandants made no effort to displace
the old laws and usages. Documents were written
and records were kept in French as well as English.
The village priest and the notary retained their
accustomed places of paternal authority. The old
idyllic life went on. Population increased but
little; barter, hunting, and trapping still furnished
the means of a simple subsistence; and with music,
dancing, and holiday festivities the light-hearted
populace managed to crowd more pleasure into a
year than the average English frontiersman got
in a lifetime.

For a year or two after the European pacification
of 1763 Indian disturbances held back the flood of
settlers preparing to enter, through the Alleghany
passes, the upper valleys of the westward flowing
rivers. Neither Indian depredations nor proclama-
tions of kings, however, could long interpose an
effectual restraint. The supreme object of the
settlers was to obtain land. Formerly there was
land enough for all along the coasts or in the nearer
uplands. But population, as Franklin computed,
was doubling in twenty-five years; vacant areas
had already been occupied; and desirable lands
had been gathered into great speculative holdings.
Newcomers were consequently forced to cross the